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Reading Comprehension
This part consists of two passages, each followed by several related questions. For each
question, choose the most appropriate answer based on the text.

Text I (Questions 13-17)

(1) Many people would say that English is the leading language in the world today.

(1)

(5)

(10)

Although there are more native speakers of Mandarin Chinese and of Spanish, English

is much more widely used. A fourth of the world’s population can communicate in

English to some degree. It is essential in many professional and scholarly fields and is

(5)  the primary language of the internet, where eighty percent of the information is in

English. In international business, too, English has taken on a central role. In fact, there

are some companies in non-English-speaking countries, such as Sweden and Japan,

where English is the language of the workplace.

Will English continue to be the dominant global language? Some scholars believe

(10)  that, like Latin before it, English will eventually decline in importance. Others argue

that English is used over such a wide geographic area and in so many realms of life that

its continued centrality is guaranteed.
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