Guide For Examinees m Inter-University Psychometric Entrance Test

HEBREW PROFICIENCY TEST
(YAEL)

This test is intended for examinees who take the Psychometric Entrance Test in a language other than
Hebrew. The test takes approximately one and a half hours, and consists of two parts. The first part
contains two or three sections with questions in multiple-choice format; in the second part, examinees
are requested to write a composition.

Only two of the three multiple-choice sections are used to calculate your score. The other section is
used for one of two purposes:

a. Quality control of the questions

b. To ensure that scores on all versions of the test are equivalent.

In the Guide, the instructions are translated into English. In the actual exam, the instructions appear
in Hebrew only.

B FIRST PART

This part consists of two or three sections.

Each section contains different types of questions: Sentence Completion, Restatement, and Reading
Comprehension.

Below are examples of each type of question.

INSTRUCTIONS APPEARING AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH SECTION:

SIONY 22 It P92
MPT 20 NI AP 1T

NIPIN DM YWTNND MO ,DX0AVWN NNOWN :MINRY MND IYIDY PI9a

This section contains 22 questions.
The time allotted is 20 minutes.

This section consists of three types of questions: Sentence Completion, Restatement, and Reading
Comprehension.
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SENTENCE COMPLETION

INSTRUCTIONS:

N2IWNN DX MYXINT MIVYDN YIIR THINN NNAD 0IDY .IN N 71220 170N DINIAN DXVIWNN Y2 THX 932
951%2 210N J9INT LAYN DN DOVNY

This part consists of sentences with one or more words missing in each. Choose from among
the four possible responses the one which best completes the sentence.

EXAMPLES AND EXPLANATIONS:

2PV DOY-0YN PN LY 55N pnnn mnnann .1

vy (1)
Yown (2)
M (3)
ny»on (4)

The missing word is followed by the preposition Yy. The word nwa> (response 1) takes nx as a
preposition, and the words np>w (response 3) and ny»on (response 4) take -5 as a preposition.
Only nyawn (response 2) takes Yy as its preposition and therefore it is the correct response.

IO INM NN MY ND W PR NI L2

-v Twa (1)
WIN (2)
-v Ty (3)
IND (4)

Response (1) is grammatically correct, but creates an illogical sentence. Responses (2) and (3)
do not fit the syntax of the sentence. The only appropriate word is 1>x2, which is response (4).
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RESTATEMENT

INSTRUCTIONS:

NVNN DN 1IN, MYSINT MYND YIIX TINHD  .DDIVD DIMIVIX YIIN PINKY ,0IVN NN NONRY DI3
N VAV NN INTD NIN INNY

Each question consists of a sentence followed by four responses. Choose the one which best
expresses the meaning of the original sentence.

EXAMPLES AND EXPLANATIONS:

ANM MY 1N L1

NN NIIWONTI (1)

DN NXI2ODN (2)
NN NI NI (3)
NN NI NN (4)

The word 510> means "probably," "perhaps," "possibly," or "it could be." Of the four responses
offered, »>w (perhaps) is the word that best replaces it. Therefore, response (2) is the correct
response.

219 98y RHN ,N%a 0099 1Y PR L2

2798y ND PN ,DONID MO PN (1)
DI9ON8Y VY PNY, DN N W (2)
L9998y DN DN D) WO v (3)
D798 O YW DN WD PR (4)

The word x5n means "but" or "only." The sentence means that there are no flowers in the garden,
only fruit trees. Thus, (4) is the correct response.
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READING COMPREHENSION

INSTRUCTIONS:

4912 NNRIRNNN NIWDN DX NN DIDY .MVWD YIIN MYXIN NONY 535 . MORY INDD YOP DINAD
ONY D25

This part consists of a text followed by several questions. For each question, choose from among
the four possible responses the one which is most appropriate, based on the text.

SAMPLE TEXT:

NVYIAN YAIND M PIAY PTYN NORD NYP ONIPY XY PPTI NIONN ,27NIND ININRD TWIY 0avnNa (1)
02NN YNRNYNY 912 910> DTN DRI ,NINDN VAYNT POY NIV NORYD .NPVIFY DTN KW IMIT P
OPMIDN NDIPA MYYN DINNIN INY LOYNI PTN PO INNIDN XD, AMI NIN POYY DTN SV
A27"7Na

9MPI ODIFY NYPIL IRXIND .IT DD DRXIT T VIPIOND .73 19901 DY Ny an NN VavNa  (5)
.20-1 NP DY 60-M1 50-1 DN 1Py ,D°27 DNPIINN DY XIW) 7O IWN ,TVIPHND DY N9IPNn
1210 MIND .PAMPIAN 2AMID DXANIN NONY N PININNID 2D ,71P97AN NN DY YDV ,VIPOND
D8P NMDTIN NIXIND VIPIOND N 72290 .71P9NPAN NN TNXD IIN NOND AMIN PWNin ,Ppnn
INND .27NINT MY MRVIDIDNIN DY DNPIIN 102 MNNDYN  NPYIND PAMIANIND DY PN
,DXINPN NMDTIN QX DY ON DYANINND 0XINII DXVIVIN 119D HDOY 112N ININDN NN 01D GNVIANY (10
LIAYNT P A0 PINND INYIYA 12T HY IND NI, NPLAYN NMINIIYI NND INXIND NN VIPHND yan
DT T DY DINND DXANINNN DIPANTNY DIDNIN DIVIVIN DVXY NOXY IVIONT DOVNVA .JPOYN
2V 10N TN VI PN YINOY” ININ WNNWND 11N DN ,TID DIDN XD VINOND Ty DI D8P
LIPOND DY NI DIDNN DY IN DWVPN

DT DYTPN MAPYA 2 DOWYIN DAMIN . NND DINOXINI DM INPNTH VIPONRD DY Iy ann DNONN - (15)
oY WN,NPLIYN MYXAN D) NN I DNYIV NNRD DINOIINT .INPI DXMIND N DMYID INYN Ty
NPNT INDY,DIDIYY DINYI) NN AWTN DIDIPOY NN NN 7D .0PMIIN DY NIVIIAN YIYN NN
NP9NPI DIAMND ,DINNPI NIVY

EXAMPLES AND EXPLANATIONS:

- 5Y NNIDNY NN MDD INNI0N XY 20 3 nva L1

vavHN M1 (1)
NND NOXIND (2)
DXanInNn dya (3)

9N "aNn  (4)

The word ynnoon (his agreement) refers to 2m> X oYW 07N (the person about whom he is writing).
Lines 2-3 mention this person's letters. Thus, response (3) is the correct response.
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- Dy INVN P NDDANN ,YOPA TVTO TDOYY ,DaNVIN L2

FIPOND DY YNPIAN DY NIPRI (1)

POND DY DPYWON DIANON (2)

VAYNT A2 VINPOND DV INYIN (3)

MMT MXVIDIDNIN DY VIPONRD DY yIvanoInn (4)

Lines 9-10 states that the biographer included extensive quotations from these letters in his book.
These letters are from Salinger's personal correspondence mentioned in line 9. The correct response
is therefore (2).

-2 DYMNYHN DIXNPAY DIV NINDY"DIRMPN NIV XPNTINDY : 2D 18-17 mmwa .3

M2 DYONYI DY (1)
MY Y9IYN NNOYN (2)
VTN DOV NN NPY (3)
1IN0 IMINT PIN VIV (4)

Line 18 states that readers like biographies. From this we understand that they want many
biographies to be available. The correct response is therefore (1).
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B SECOND PART

COMPOSITION 11A'Nn

In this part of the Hebrew Proficiency Test you are required to write a composition on a given topic.
The score on the composition constitutes a third of your total Hebrew Proficiency Test score.

The following instructions appear at the beginning of the composition section:

RV DY MM 15-12 29155 090y . N2N5 XY PN 1T PI92

123 PYOD ITIDN J9IND 1INID W THYM XYY DOIRD NNV 2D 1OV
VNN DN O NYN ITX DY [ TA02 PIPYI N1NN DX DINID W

APTON XD NOLYLNY DT THNYD PRIVY TINYI WHNVY ,NLPL 9T DPIPT ONX DN
pT 15 X0 N5 A%PIn N

NN NY) DX IPIDYI NIN

In this section you are given a topic for a composition. Write 12-15 lines on this topic.

Make sure that the composition is relevant to the topic. Try to write in an organized manner, using
grammatically correct language.

You may only write in pencil. Write the composition on the back of the answer sheet.

You may write your draft on the facing page (the draft will not be marked).

The time allotted for writing the composition is 15 minutes.

Copy the topic of the composition.

Hebrew proficiency is required for studies at institutions of higher learning in Israel. Not only will
you need to understand the lectures, which are given in Hebrew, and the Hebrew reading material, but
you will also need to complete exercises, take exams, and write papers in Hebrew.

In this section you are required to write a short composition (12-15 lines) that will reflect your ability
to express your view on a given topic, develop an idea or present an argument. It makes no difference
what idea you choose to express, as long as it is well supported and clearly worded. Writing in a
personal vein or presenting personal experiences is generally inappropriate for the type of writing
required in studies at institutions of higher education.

The compositions are evaluated by experienced raters, all of whom teach Hebrew as a foreign language.
The raters have received professional training designed to ensure that their evaluations are objective
and fair. Two raters independently evaluate each composition. Each composition is evaluated on the
basis of four components: content, organization, richness of language and precise use of language
(see below).

Each of these components is given a score on a scale of 1 to 7. If the content is very poor, it will
receive a score of 1, if it is excellent it will receive a score of 7. The same holds true for the other
components. The composition score is the sum of the evaluations of the two raters. In the case of a
major discrepancy between raters of any composition, the composition will be evaluated by a third rater.

A composition that does not relate to the topic or that is totally incomprehensible will be disqualified.
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Raters follow detailed guidelines in evaluating the compositions.

Below is a sample guide for composition raters:

General explanation

Compositions are evaluated in terms of four components: content, organization, richness of language
and precise use of language. Each component is evaluated separately and independently of the
other components.

Each component is given a score on a scale ranging from 1 (the lowest) to 7 (the highest).
Evaluation

Content

Determine to what extent the composition expresses an idea, focuses on the assigned topic, and
makes its intended meaning clear to the reader. In other words, does the composition cover the
topic in a detailed manner and are the details it contains relevant?

A composition that meets the above requirements will receive a score of 7.
*  Points will be deducted for failures and shortcomings in the above requirements, down to a
score of 1.

Note: The writer's viewpoint regarding the topic is not at all relevant for purposes of evaluation.

Organization

Determine to what extent the composition has a clear structure, there is a logical connection
between the sentences, each sentence adds something new to the previous sentence without being
unnecessarily repetitious or wordy, and the writing is organized according to the allotted space.

A composition that meets the above requirements will receive a score of 7.
*  Points will be deducted for failures and shortcomings in the above requirements, down to a
score of 1.

Richness of language
For this component, the starting point is a score of 1. The richer the language, the greater the
number of points that are added.

Evaluate the following:

Semantics: varied vocabulary; word choice that is appropriate for the context; use of diverse
words, expressions, idioms, and figures of speech, where appropriate for the style of writing and
the topic — all contribute to a high score.

On the other hand, repetition of the same words; use of vague words instead of more precise ones;
exaggerated use of reference words, such as " 7,9270” " xw1N” and so on; poor vocabulary (even
if not incorrect) — all detract from the score.

Morphology: Correct and appropriate use of the construct state and verbal nouns will raise the
score.

Syntax: Use of a variety of sentence types — simple, compound, complex — will raise the score.
Unnecessarily complex sentences, or long, cuambersome sentences will not raise the score.

* A composition that meets the above requirements will receive a score of 7.
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Precise use of language
Check for errors in the following:

Semantics: Inappropriate word choice, incorrect prepositions, etc., such as:

5:00 NYWA NW)IaNW 1Y 'n712>T (instead of 5:00 Nywa NwINW 19 9H99R); 12:00 NYWI NN LISNPN
(instead of 12:00 Nywa 993 LIXNPN); 8:00 NYWA NY>NNN >DW NNWNIN NN (instead of

8:00 NYWa 9>NNN SHw PYUNIN NPYN); 1IN 0Ny (instead of 19 »n7ty); NN/DY SDIWNNYN

instead of (-2 >nwnnwn).

Morphology: Errors in conjugation of prepositions (bnosx), verbs, verbal stems (>nwadnn) and
nouns (YXD2I).

Syntax: Errors in the use of articles, agreement, the use of tenses that fit the syntactical structure,
(such as 799N 73 NVIDIVNIND SNIVN INNPY DN TN KDY >1X7), incorrect word order, missing
conjunctions (NMVYDIWNNY NIVY Y T3 AWIN NN).

Poor spelling, handwriting and punctuation that interfere with the smooth reading and understanding
of the written material will lead to a deduction of 1 or 2 points, at most.

A composition that meets the above requirements will receive a score of 7.
*  Points will be deducted for failures and shortcomings in the above requirements, down to a
score of 1.

Sample Topic:

199130 233 5y MHNSVA MNAN MY AW TNYTY PN

How in your opinion, do television programs influence teenagers?

Below are several examples of compositions written on this topic and evaluations.

COMPOSITION 1

/6/ K 5”f(“ Yo~ ety e '50Y) !32” INvAY &N » 'NPOAN 1
“\ff" kY>3 ‘ife Pt 0L W B

rarat ¥y -~ abo 2 _t.llfC"‘ Wy d Nty DD A FAETIVE.
Al anlan i/fc

andsl enfln Auin N Lo onya S0l sl fo Aun s
) ot oudled

e s 3> Yopr. pdl 7000 asalrs A3 S0k /)

N vy h“'!Afc
s

PNLEDINY, ,n"cC"\%? _—.J!':tﬁ SUSY APV O A TS WYV 2o R
i OoLrD2 oy (Cm ‘?}"_F"‘s..l ﬂ 10

RArIN ~—-—~J‘\‘£)\ ong), ol pla j"\\Pch‘ 332 el Yo AnD
{r atlee e h(r; lefe 1;: A o8 o dloe !/:G%}z 05>

._-;-J-','UJE:: >').'>(i D';I'(Jﬂ?‘(Q_LPﬁ::L
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Content:

The composition expresses an idea that relates to the assigned topic. The writer describes what he
feels to be the negative influence of television programs on teenagers. The writer expresses the
idea clearly, relates to the topic in detail, and the details presented throughout the composition are
relevant: addiction to television programs, the desire to be like celebrities, the negative influence
of programs which broadcast violence. But even though the writer notes at the beginning of the
composition that opinions are divided on this topic, he presents only those aspects that relate to
the harm that television programs cause teenagers; he does not discuss the positive aspects of
television programs, which would relate to the other opinions he refers to at the beginning of the
composition. As a result, one point is deducted in the content evaluation.

Score: 6 (very good)

Organization:

The composition has a clear structure. The writer presents the topic in general terms, and then

discusses the negative aspects of television programs on teenagers. Each sentence adds something

new to the previous sentence. However, although there are logical connections between the

sentences, no conjunctions are used. For example,

D27 YR DPPNIVN DY 71O TARI NN NI DPPI DY 7PN MMINY W M2 HY MINNIN
(lines 3-6) 1M NP DIHNY D¥INM DN NN MYV Y2

The composition is not unnecessarily repetitious or wordy, and the writing is organized according

to the allotted number of lines.

Score: 6 (very good)

Richness of language:
The composition contains a variety of expressions, idioms, and figures of speech that are appropriate
for the style of writing. For example,
(line 11) >0 PN NMAIWND Y80 2py, (line 3) ... MHNDL NPIOND WNN N2 DY MINDNIN
The writer uses a variety of sentence types — simple, compound and complex. For example,
(lines 1-2) Mmpidn NwA MYTH TN ... DYAWD XY DX PrTIYI 109 DX DIPNN

Score 7 (excellent)

Precise use of language:
The composition uses clear, readable language and contains no mistakes that necessitate the
deduction of points.

Score 7 (excellent)
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COMPOSITION 2

o3 \O’QJ' AT {Rr} ]tp ok 'Yy E[rt D Nio r? (nﬂﬂ?‘
(\‘? LS N ALY ‘r'E‘ f’()’“m @’?r’\& PN, Yy, N ng rEE AP
S0\ e hek \lc 23 aln oy DANG oY g D)MdN
o) e ot fo nwm )"')\')I’r Mmde 20 WD a3 D N
e 0 47 0'LIIP 50 ek e ks pARk pm)pmp Ff‘m\i -
p\'a’%g 5 pole DD »Hh -:>'~*6'brt MNPLD (WOL RN /p'MJ}L\'rﬁ’}ﬂ/(
AV AR |9©’ﬁ TN O"J(-R MV NL MNHIND e ﬂ‘b';’f& N DI ND
D LIt 2n pvdnt mse,J\ M3D D Nvp ;omkqnﬂ)q vl 924
P U aff f_& N Nf? AN 92 PLiND 211 C;wu Ar A2
0920 \‘?NX \Cfu O‘Qf Q oV P20 ¢ F’?f ff Pm
r\\n’ﬁl‘. \HO P?” o> W‘?r mgo AL LI BPAND 9 P AL ﬁ\'ﬁf gk pme
B L O YV R T
& \lnf f? /J?)P'H%DJ\ 7 [AAANCA 1510 Dbuﬁ,ﬂ Mevn (e
o kY '\f}rJJ\'\)’)O‘(’PN D picu waqw\ By e sl L 'A |¢?£z‘ﬂ
voanske awye? 98 n\md‘w

Content:

The composition begins with the assertion that televisions are found in every house, and sometimes
even in every room. This introduction leads to a discussion about the influence of television on
teenagers. The writer argues that children should be supervised in their television viewing, and
should be allowed to watch only programs that are educational and instructive, but not programs
that could be harmful. The idea is expressed clearly and is well developed, and most of the details
are relevant. The content, however, is not well organized and the writer jumps from one point
to another. The concluding sentence is unclear and it is difficult to understand what the writer is
trying to say in that sentence.

Score: 6 (very good)

Organization:
The composition is structured as one long paragraph. While there is an introductory sentence that
presents the topic and a concluding sentence, there is little punctuation, and the conjunctions are
not always appropriate. For example,

.(lines 8-9) N71n52 903 N DXWINA 317 LYV NNV NINRI YIDOY TIN MNIN MYWD 71PN 2 ..
There are occasional repetitions, and the short conclusion is written in a low register. The last
sentence is fragmented, requiring the reader to reread the composition.

Score: 5 (good)
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Richness of language:
The vocabulary is rich and varied, but not over the entire composition. The writer uses a complex,
though flawed, syntactical structure. For example,

MINX NN MOAXD PR ONOY 012N 1THD VNI DT DY DMIYAY DOXNN W DYT1 935 NI

.(lines 10-11) ... 0719 P DYNY MY

There is also inappropriate use of certain expressions. For example, omby 2p &5 (line 12) is
incorrect in the context in which it is used, and therefore no points will be given for use of this
expression.

Score: 5 (good)

Precise use of language:
The language is fluent, with correct conjugation of verbs and nouns and correct correlation of
tenses and articles. Syntax is sometimes incorrect, subordinate words are missing and wrong
prepositions are used. For example,

.(lines 8-9) D>WINN 217 LYV NYHYI NN YIDY TIN MDNIN MYYD 1198 1)
There are several sentence fragments, the sentence subject is not repeated where necessary, and
punctuation is poor.

Score: 5 (good)

COMPOSITION 3
WIS ‘33 gﬁ DY LN ws‘\ﬁ(’g RS IR\ Y X '95\1
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Content:

The composition expresses an idea — that television is a harmful influence on teenagers: Teenagers
forget to do their homework, television harms the eyes, and the programs which are broadcast are
not very good. Parents should prevent their children from watching too much television. However,
the writer does not substantiate his statements and hardly discusses the effect of the television
programs themselves on teenagers. He repeatedly states that television is disturbing, but does not
clarify or explain why.

Score: 4 (average)

Organization:

The composition is organized to fit the space allotted to it, but is poorly structured. The ideas are
scattered throughout the text and are not closely connected. There are unnecessary repetitions,
some of the sentences add nothing to the previous sentences, the conjunction o) is used repeatedly
to connect sentences. For example, ny>own xon mdynvvn oxn (line 7),

00 N0 DPYNYLN oM (line 9). Correct conjunctions are missing.

Score: 4 (average)

Richness of language:

Vocabulary is poor and word choice is repeatedly imprecise. The television ny>1an (instead of
npo), MPNYLN YY DYINON (instead of MPNOV ox).  There is no variation of sentence types,
verbal nouns are incorrect, and the construct state and pronominal suffixes are not used.

Score: 3 (low average)

Precise use of language:

All of the sentences in the composition are written improperly. Many of the prepositions are wrong.
For example, 0»»y 5y pw »n myMovn (line 5). There are many mistakes in verb conjugations,
agreement and tenses throughout the composition. Word choices and word order are poor. For
example, NN 991 NYWN SINK PI PPNDVN HY 5NN WNN Yy 21N (lines 12-13).

Subordinate markers are absent and there is almost no punctuation. Nonetheless, the large number
of mistakes does not affect smooth reading and comprehension of the material.

Score: 3 (low average)
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COMPOSITION 4
- [o0% ANy A A DRIV
I i VASRED (570 X S . 1 W\ [ S ) -
Pyl Pread plap Ve ‘he fAre e
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— : 7.1 15
Content:

From the little that can be understood from the material, the influence of television on teenagers
seems to be both positive (in the areas of sports and studies) and negative, but no explanation or
details are provided. The conclusion states that we mustyyn nx P19 200 nx nNpY (lines 14-15).

Score: 2 (poor)

Organization:
It is difficult to evaluate the organization component because of the incomprehensible language.
Conjunctions are wrong and incomprehensible. There is some attempt to summarize.

Score: 2 (poor)

Richness of language:
There are very few clear words. Two points are given for the little that is understandable.

Score: 2 (poor)
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Precise use of language:
The language is totally incorrect; there are no proper sentences.

Score: 1 (very poor)

In summary, a good composition is one that presents one idea or several connected ideas that relate
directly to the topic of the composition. There is a logical connection between sentences and each
sentence adds something new to the previous sentence. The writing is organized according to the
allotted space and is not unnecessarily repetitious or wordy. The language is rich and appropriate to
the required style, sentences are syntactically varied, there are no sentence fragments or sentences
that are unnecessarily cumbersome, and there are no mistakes.





