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Abstract 
The intra-rater reliability in rating essays is usually indexed by the inter-rater correlation. 
We suggest an alternative method for estimating intra-rater reliability, in the framework of 
classical test theory, by using the dis-attenuation formula for inter-test correlations. The 
validity of the method is demonstrated by extensive simulations, and by applying it to an 
empirical dataset. It is recommended to use this estimation method whenever the emphasis 
is not on the average intra-reliability of a group of raters, but when the intra-rater reliability 
of a specific rater is of interest. 




