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The Effect of Extended Time on Scores and Examinee
Rank Order for Three PET Domains

Tami Kennet-Cohen, Shmuel Bronner and Miriam Eitan

Abstract

The effects of extended time on performance in each of the three domains of
the Psychometric Entrance Test (PET) were examined. The data were based
on the scores of 516 participants, sampled from the pool of PET registrants
(provided that they asked to be tested in Hebrew and requested no special
accommodations). The participants took an experimental test consisting of
six sections, two in each of the three domains. One of the two sections was
allotted the standard administration time (25 minutes) and the other was
allotted extended time (an addition of 5, 8, 10 or 13 minutes). The participants
were randomly assigned to one of the four conditions of extended time.
Results indicated that extending the time led to a small increase in domain
scores, with the magnitude of the increase depending on both the degree of
the extension and the domain of PET. It was found that extending the time by
8 minutes led to a significantly higher increase in scores compared to the
condition where time was extended by 5 minutes (4.7 points versus 1.5 points
respectively on a 50-150 scale). No significant differences were found
between the other consecutive levels of time extension. A significant
difference was found between improvement in the quantitative domain (5.3
points) and in the English domain (3.5 points). Improvement in the verbal
domain was a bit less than in the quantitative domain. Results with respect to
the effect of time extension on the total score on PET were similar to those
reported above: extending the time by 8 minutes led to a significantly higher
increase in scores compared to extending the time by 5 minutes (28 points
versus 8 points respectively on a 200-800 scale), and no significant
differences were found between the other consecutive levels of time

extension.
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A comparison between the relative rankings of examinees in sections with
and without extended time revealed that, generally, extended time did not
change the relative rank order of examinees. However, some indications of
instability in rank order were found in the larger time increments.

The results are discussed in reference to findings from similar studies.
Comments regarding the methodological limitations of the study are

presented and suggestions for future research are proposed.
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